
INRE:
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THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA
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Proceedingto EstablishGuidelinesfor an
IntrastateUniversalServiceFund.

Y

) ORDER GRANTING

) REQUEST TO EXTEND

) DEADLINE FOR FILING

) TARIFFS ASSOCIATED

) WITH THE STATE

) UNIVERSAL SERVICE

) FUND

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the requests of Verizon South Inc. ("Verizon") and BellSouth

Telecommunications, Inc. ("BellSouth"), collectively (the "Companies") for additional

extensions of time in which to file tariffs associated with the State Universal Service

Fund. By Commission Order No. 2001-996, dated October 10, 2001, the participating

companies in the instant docket were required to file their tariffs associated with the

South Carolina Universal Service Fund (USF) no later than April 1 of each year.

Commission Order No. 2001-996 sets out the guidelines and administrative

procedures for the USF, and provides that after the Initial Phase, on April 1 of each year,

beginning in 2003, each ILEC receiving USF support may file tariff reductions and request

additional USF support to fund the continued removal of implicit support contained in rates.

Such filings will be considered by the Commission and a decision rendered by September 1

of the same year' for inclusion in the state USF as sized each October 1. Additionally, Order
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No. 2001-996providesthatcompaniesseekingratereductionsshallalsofile detailedcost

dataclear'lydemonstratingthat implicit supportexistsin theratesthat areproposedto be

reduced. Any suchtariff filings shallbe madeby April 1, 2003andthe Commission's

decisionwill berenderedby August1,2003.

Previously, Verizon and BellSouth were granted extensions to file the

Companies'tariffs associatedwith the USF by CommissionOrderNos. 2003-280and

2003-221,respectively,wherebythedeadlinewasextendedJune1,2003.Now, Verizon,

by letter' of May 29, 2003, and BellSouth, by Motion dated May 30, 2003, request

additionalextensionsof time until September1, 2003, in which to file the Companies'

tariffs associatedwith theUSF.

In its request,Verizon assertsthat the Companyhasbeenworking to identify

implicit supportin its rates;however,dueto otherrequirements,Verizonhasnot had an

opportunity to complete its analyst. Accordingly, Verizon requests an extension

consistentwith the requestsmade by the South Carolina TelephoneCoalition and

ALLTEL.

BellSouth, in its Motion, statesthat during this week's agendaconference1,the

Commissiongrantedcertain othercompaniesadditionalextensions(until September1,

2003)to maketheUSF tariff filings. Hence,accordingto BellSouth,in orderto facilitate

the Commission'sability to considerall such tariff filings at or near the sametime,

BellSouthrespectfullyrequeststhat its deadlinefor' filings in thepresentdocketalsobe

extendedto September'1,2003.

1"[T]hisweek'sagendaconference"asstatedheieinrelates to the Commission's weekly agenda meeting
that was held May 27, 2003
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After' review of Verizon's andBellSouth's requests,the Commissionfinds and

concludesthat therequestsfor additionalextensionsof time to file theCompanies'tariffs

associatedwith theUSF shouldbegranted.

IT ISTHEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. The latestdeadlineof June1, 2003, grantedto Verizon in Commission

OrderNo. 2003-280,shallbeextendedto September'1,2003,for Verizonto file its tariffs

associatedwith the SouthCarolinaUniversalServiceFund.

2. The latestdeadlineof June1, 2003,grantedto BellSouthin Commission

OrderNo. 2003-221,shall be extendedto September1, 2003, for BellSouthto file its

tariffs associatedwith the SouthCarolinaUniversalServiceFund.

This Ordershall remain in full force andeffectuntil furtherOrderof the°

Commission.

Mignon L. Clybum, Chairman

ATTEST:

Gary E. _'_t_, Executive Director

(SEAL)


